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On this page: | Dictionary |gj 
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Dictionary 

scrim (sknm) asfy, 
n. 


American Heritage® 

dictionaries 


1 . A durable, Loosely woven cotton or linen fabric used for curtains or 
upholstery lining or in industry. 

2. A transparent fabric used as a drop in the theater to create special 
effects of lights or atmosphere. 

[Origin unknown.] 


▼ Continued below. „ 

O Marketing Terms 

BARRON'S 

scrim 

1, Gauzelike ^urtain used in theater, motion picture, and television 
presentations to give special lighting effects. When illuminated from one side, 
the material is translucent; when illuminated from the other side, it is opaque. 
Therefore, a scrim can be used to give the illusion of a wall; then, with a 
change in lighting, the audience can see the action going on behind the wall. 

2. Translucent material used to diffuse or decrease the light intensity from a 
lighting instrument. Scrims are frequently used on scoops or other floodlights 
to heighten their soft light quality., 

▼ Continued below. . . 
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The noun scrim has one meaning: 

Meaning #1 : a firm open-weave fabric used for a curtain in the theater 


V Continued below.., 
O Wikipedia 



scrim 

A scrim or g; ze is a very light textile made from cotton, or sometimes flax, 
Its light weight and translucence means it is often used for making cur tains . 
The fabric can also be used for bookbindin g and upholstery. 

Scrims have also seen extensive use in theatre. The variety used for special 
effects is properly called shorktooth scrim. However, in theater a scrim can 
refer to any such thin screen, and are made out of a wide variety of materials. 
The advantage of scrims is that when lit from the front they can appear opaque 
to the audience, until a change in sta ge lighting (lighting from behind) makes 
them almost fully transparent. When lighting behind a scrim to make objects 
"appear" behind it, the scrim itself should not be lit, as it will detract from the 
translucency. Lighting to make the scrim appear opaque should be done at an 
oblique angle to the scrim. The general rule is anything lit behind the scrim 
(even lights that originate from the front) will be seen by the audience. Scrim 
has a rectangular weave that is similar in size in its openings to a window 
screen. 

Scrim is not to be confused with bobbinette, an often used substitute. 
Bobbinette h*s a more open weave than Sharkstooth scrim, and therefore it is 
harder to hioc the objects behind. Bobbinette also has a hex weave. 

Scrim can also be used in theatre in combination with a cycloxama or backdrop. 
The idea is similar to the other uses. When the drop is lit (or images or video 
are rear-projected onto the back of the drop), the images or colours projected 
are visible. However when the drop is not lit, the images or colours will 
disappear. A scrim can also help dull the image, creating a greater sense of 
depth. 

An undesirable effect is caused by layering two scrims, or even by placing a 
mirror behind a scrim and lighting it: the familiar moire effect. This can often 
cause audience disorientation. 

This entry is from Wikipedia, the leading user-contributed encyclopedia. It may 
not have been reviewed by professional editors (see fuU disclaimer) 

Donate to Wikimedia 
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